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Continuation of Connoiflance de foi Mefme; i.e. of 
the Knowledg of one’s felf. By P. Dom. Francis 
Lamy. 


STR, 


y-@ “4H E Author forefeeing an Objection againft his 
having recourfe to God himfelf, which is not 
the part of a Philofopher when he explains the 
EffeCts of Nature, anfwers thus: That we are 

under an abfolute Neceffity of having recourfe to God in 

the Explanation of an Effet, which depends wholly upon 
his Wifdom and Power. 

In the Continuation of his Reflections, he examines by 
what Modalities the Body and the Spirit are particularly 
united: and by confulting his Experience, it appears to 
him, that the Soul z, and is not united to the whole Body 5 
and that the Body #, and ts not united to the whole Soul. 

The Soul, he fays, is united to all the Body, becaufe there 
isno part in the Body but what may by its Motion excite 
certain Thoughts inthe Soul. The Soul % not united to 
all the Body, beeaufe the Body hath very few Motions 
which are fubjeéted to the Willof the Soul. Some of them 
are wholly independent, asthe Cough, Hiccop, Sneezing, 
and the Motion of the Heart and Arteries. Some -_— a 
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fort of Dependance upon the Soul, as Refpiration, Sleeping, 
Waking ; And others have an abfolute Dependance there- 
pon, asthe Motion of the Head, Tongue, Hands and Feet, 
Thence he concludes, that it istrue thar the Soul as, and as 
pot united to all the Body. Which he fays is not a Contra- 
diG@ion, becaufe the term Uxion is not taken in the fame 
Senfe in both parts of the Propofition, being taken actively 
in the one, and pafrvely inthe other. The Soul is pafively 
united to the whole Body, becaufe the Body hath no parte 
of Motion trom which the Spirit may not receive fome 
Impreffion. The Soul is wot adtvely united to the whole 
Body, becaufe the Body hath feveral Parts upon which the 
Scul cannot act. 

And in the fame manner it may be faid, that the Body w,. 
and ws not united to the whole Soul. The Body is atively uni- 
ted to the whole Soul; becaufe the Soul being indivifible, 
the Body cannot touch it except it touch the whole: But 
the Body is not paffively united to all the Soul, becaufe the. 
Soul hath diverfe Thoughts from which the Body receives 
no Impreffion. So that the Soul is pafively uuited to the 
whole Body, but the Body is not pafively united to the 
whole Soul. Onthe contrary, the Body is atively united 
to the whole Spirit, and the Spirit is not actively united to 
the whole Body. 

Whence it appears, that the Body a&ts more upon the 
Soul, than the Soul does upon the Body. Whereas the 
Body acts of it felf upon all the Soul, and the Soul does not 
act but by part of it felfupon part of the Body. 

In the next place, he comes to enquire whether the Soul 
be equally united to all the Parts of the Body, or if there 
be any Part thereof in which it doth refide in a fpecial 
Manner. And then he enquires, whether the Body be 
united to the Soul by allits Modalities, or if there befome 
of em which render this Union more fri, 
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As to the firft, in proper fpeaking, the Soul is in no 
parr; for that agrees only to Bodies to be ina Place: So 
that the Queftion is only to know if the Soul doth execute 
its Fun€tions in all the Parts of the Body, as if it be fenfi- 
ble of Grief in the Foot, ee. It does not exercile them im- 
mediately inany part but the Brain, where it refides as in 
its Seat; whichis the Source of the Nerves fpread from 
thence to the Extremities of the Organs. 

As to the fecond; It1is certain that of the two forts of 
Thoughts whereof the Soul is capable, the one doth infi- 
nitely more depend upon its Union with the Body, than 
the other. There are pureand dé/tind? Perceptions; asthe. 
Knowledg of the Truth, and Intellectual Foys; which don’t 
move any Inclination in it towards the Body, and where- 
of the Body receives noImpreflion. There are Thoughts 
fo obfcure, confufed and fenfual, which depend on the Senfe 
and Imagination; and tie it tothe Body in fuch a blind 
and f{tupid Manner, that they do in fome meafure render 
it incarnate: Which denotes the Infinite Wifdom of the 
Author of our Being, that he hath particularly fix’d the 
Union of the Soul with the Body in thefe confus’d Per- 
ceptions; and that he hath order’d it fo, that when any 
Motion happens to the Body, which is capable of hurting. 
the fame, the Soul is thereof advertis’d by the Grief which. 
it occafions, and thereby interefted in the Prefervation of 
its Body. 

When God gives us notice of what comes to pafs with- 
out, by thefe confufed Apprehenfions ; it does not there- 
upon follow, that he defigns to expofe us to the Hlufion of 
our Senfes, or to fall into Miftakes: He hath given us an 
Underftanding fuperiour to the Senfes, to correct their 
Impreffions. Its principal FunCtion is to fearch after the: 
Truth, of which Evidence is the infallible Character :. 


So that to avoid being led into an Error by the Senfes, and: 
to. 
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to diftover the Truth more affuredly, all that the Under. 
ftanding hathto do, is never to yield ic {elf up implicitely 
coany thing, nor give its Aflent withcut anunconteitable 
Proot. Here our Author is fo partial in favour of Tran{ub- 


flantiation. that he tells us, (ff our Senfes deceive us when 


they report unto us that fenfible Qualities are in the Ob- 
setts, itisthe Part of the Underitanding to redreis thofe 
things by clear and diftin@ Idea’s, which may convince it 
that chofe Qualities are nor Subitances, but only the man- 
ner of Being, not of the extended subftance, but of the 
Subftance which thinks ] Whereas common Senfe will deter- 
mine, that the Qualities of Bread and Wine, or any other 
Subfance, do ftill remain in the Objects, whether we think 


fo or not 5 for if Subftances were produced without Qualities, 


as Colour, Heat, Cold, Moiftne{s, Drinefs, &c. we could 
neither fee, hear nor feel any thing: for whatever we fee, 
hear, tafte, [mell or feel, is Quality; fo that it may well be 
faid, that Quality ws the moft frequent and common, and the 
molt accommodated to the Senfes of all the Accidents. 

Our Author goes on, and that we may yet better un- 
derftand the Union of the Soul and Body, compares it 
with the Union betwixt the Pilot and the Veffel, and that 
which is betwixt a created Spirit and the Body to which 
it isunited ; whether it be that that Spirit acts upon the 
Spirit to which it is united, as it is believed that the An- 
gels which appear’d in humane Shape acted upon the Bo- 
dies which they had aflum’d; or whether it be that the 
Body a&ts upon the Spirit, as it is believed that Fire aéts 
upon the Bodies of the Damned: and demonftrates clearly 
how much different thofe forts of Unions be from that of 
the Body and Soul. Then he goes on to the Properties of 
the latter, which are the ConneCtions of the Idea’s with 
the Traces of the Brain; thole of the Traces among 
themfelves and mix’d Aétions, as Senfations and Paffions, 
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The Conneétion of the Idea’s with the Traces of the 
Brain, he touches in feveral Parts of the Work; and adds, 
that when any Change happens to the Body, the Brain 
receives the Rebound of it by means of the Nerves ; and 
this Rebound leaves a Trace there, to which God hath 
join’d a Perception or Idea. 

As to what concerns the Connetion of the Traces 
amongft themfelves, which includes alfo thofe of the 
Idea’s, our Author fays, there’s nothing difficult to com- 
prehend. It does not happen often that one Trace is im- 
prefs’d upon the Brain without the Impreffions of others 
at the fame time, which are a fort of Acceflaries: As for 
Example, If it be the Trace of a Conqueror who hath tri- 
umphed over his Enemies, it is attended with the Traces 
of his Triumph, and allthe Magnificence which accom- 

aniedthefame. The Connection of thofe Traces con- 
fifts jn this, that having been imprefs’d at the fame time,,. 
one can {carcely be renewed without the other, becaufe 
they have ways of Communication. The fame may be 
{aid of the Idea’s which anfwer them; andthus the Idea 
of one Circumftance is fufficient to recal all the reft. 

As to Paffions, though Men have a very lively Senfe of 
them, yet they know them very little, and moft are ig- 
norant of what the Soul and Body do contribute towards 
their Formation. 

Our learned Author exprefies the way how this is done 
very clearly at what time, fays he, the Trace of an Ob- 
ject which hath been reprefented to our Senfes, imprints 
it felf upon the Brain. If the Objet have any great Re- 
lation to the Conftitution of the Body, and be proper ei- 
ther to preferve or deftroy it, the Spirits determine them- 
felves to flow to the external Parts, and occafion the Bo- 
dy’s putting it felf in a neceflary Pofture either to accept 
or refift it; andthe fame thing happens to Beafts. But 
this is only the Outfide of Paffion. In 
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In Man the Trace which the Object imprints upon the 
Brain, gives him the Profpect of the Object, excites a fen- 
fible Emotion, and by Confequence Love or Averfion, 
Joy or Grief. Thofe things whichconcur togive a Being 
to our Paflions, are iv us, without us; they pafs into the 
Body and Soul ina manner purely mechanical, without 


our giving them leave. There’s nothing but the Confent 


which depends upon us, and it’s that which we ought to 
with-hold, maugre the Violence of our Paffions. 

The laft Reficctions that conclude this Work are on the 
Difadvantages and Advantages of this Union of the Spirit 
and Body. The Difadvantagesare the Conflits betwixt the 
Body and the Spirit, and the fubduing of the latter. The 
Spirit makes War upon the Body, when it retains it in 
Places or Occafions of Danger; the Body makes War up- 
onthe Spirit, when the Animal Spirits do caufe a violent 
Emotion towards the Objeét of its Paffions ; and the Spi- 
rit cannot ftop this Emotion any other ways than inan 
indirect manner, by exciting contrary Paffions. | 

The Spirit which is capable of raifing it felf to the 
Knowledg of the moft fublime Truths, is fhamefully 
brought under when it is reduc’d to toil for the Neceffi- 
ties of the Body, and receives dolorous Impreffions which 
divert its Attention, and throw it intoIllufion and Error. 

The Advantages of the Union of the Spirit and the Bo- 
dy, are the Societies which Men form amongft themfelves 
by Means of Speech, Arts and Sciences, which they cul- 
tivate, and the Opportunities which they find in the time 
of Afflictions to improve Patience and other Vertues, our 
Author (according tothe Principles of his Church) fays 
to fatisfy the Juftice of God by their Patience, and to me- 
rit the Recompence which he hath promifed. 


Con- 
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Continuation of the Knowledg of Medals. 


The fecond Rule is concerning the various Metals of 
which Medals were coin’ d. 


HE Value of Medals is not always reckonéd, ac- 
cording to the Metal, becaufe thofe of BrafS being 
very rare, are much dearer than thofe of Gold of that 
fame Stamp, which are much more frequent: As for Ex- 
ample, A brazen Otho is more valuable than that of the 
larger Form ; the Golden Medal may be bought for eight 
Ducats, but that of Silver is not to be purchafed but at a 
much dearer rate, which adds to the Value of the Metal: 
So King Numa’s Leathern Coin is bought up at any rate 
where-ever it is found, becaufe it is the moft antient of 
the Roman Medals. 

Coins of divers Metals are not to be promifcuoufly 
mix’d or rank’d in that fame Series, except that fome- 
times it is allowed to fubftitute Golden Medals in the 
room of fuch Silver ones as are loft ; and this they call the 
enriching of the fort with fome Coin, /tspe aliqua feriem 
ditare. 

The Gold in the Roman Coins is either very pure and 
red, or of a bafer Metal, which obtain’d notwithftanding 
by the Permiffion of Alexander Severus, and is one 5th 
Part Alloy, (although the Golden Medals of that fame 
Emperor, and thofe who fucceeded him, are nothing 
fhort in Goodnefs of thofe which were coin’d by Auguflws) 
or the Gold of the Roman Medals is more alloy’d and 
pale, as is found in fome Gothick Medals. The Gold of 
the antient Greek Medals 1s “— excellent, and — 
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that of the antient Roman Empire, viz. 23 Carats and 
16 Grains fine. But this is to be heedfully attended, that 
the Romans coin’d no Golden Money before the Year of 
Rome 546. and therefore if any be pretended to either by 
Kings or Confuls before that time, they are to be rejeted 
as Counterfeits. 

They begun to coin Silver Money in the Year of Rome 
484. but after Septimius Severus’s time they always made 
ufe of the worfe fort of Silver. From the time of Galie- 
nus the Silver in fome Coins is mightily mix’d with 
Brafs: And after the time of the Pofthumic there are 
Pieces of Brafs Money to be found wafh’d over with Sil- 
ver. There arealfo fome plated Medals, the Brafs being 
covered over with a thin Plate of Silver ; which ingeni- 
ous Fraud had its Rife inthe Triwmvirat of Auguftus, and 
is an infallible Mark of Antiquity in Medals, 

The Brafs in thofe Medals is fometimes red, fometimes 
pale, and fometimes of a common Colour. There are 
{ome fuppofed to be made of Corinthian Brafs, but there 
are Authors who deny that ever there were any fuch, be- 
caufe when thofe that were efteem’d of that fort came to 
be diffolv’d, there was not the leaft Grain of Gold to be 
found in them; whereas the Corinthian Brafs is faid to 
have been compofed of different Metals, which run toge- 
ther when the City was burnt. 

There are alfo to be found antient genuine Medals of 
Lead, though fome are of a contrary Opinion; but they 
are indeed very rare. 

Thofe Men are juftly to be accounted ridiculous who 
gild the antient brafs Medals: There are none to be 
found of pure Iron that ever I heard of. : 

From a threefold Metal there are commonly reckoned 
three forts of Metals; one of Gold, of which fort there 
are not reckoned above 1200 Imperial. The fecond of 
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Silver, of which there are above 3000 Imperial: And 
the third of Brafs, of which there may be betwixt 6 and 
7000, 


The third Precept concerning the different Sizes which forne 
the different Series in Gold, Silver and Brafs Medals, 


The Antients made no Medals fo large and thick as 
there are now to be found amongft the Moderns, for the 
largeft of the Antients never exceeded four Inches dia- 
meter, and they madc them !efs by degrees, tothe 4#/ 
Part of an Inch. 

Coins of an extraordinary Bigcefs we call Metaliones, 
which were never ufed for current Money, but thrown 
about among the People at publick Plays and Triumphs, 
or prefented to Ambaffadors and foreign Princes, and were 
by the Romans called Mifilia. And becaufe there is no 
great Number of thofe extant, and that it does not ap- 
pear that ever any Man was in Pofleffion of above 400 or 
500 of them, they ufe to be allowed the firft Place in Re- 
pofitories for Medals. : 

Thofe are called Metalliones Conturniati, whofe Border 
is much lower, and whofe Figures are far lefs protube- 
rant than thofe of the true Metalliones. They had their 
Original from the Greeks, and the Plates given at foleran 
Plays, as Rewards tothofe who perform’d beft; fo that 
we have Reafon to believe they are deceived who think 
there were none fuch coin’d before Theodofivs’s time. | 

Of Silver Metallions we cannot inftruct any Series as to 
Emperors, but of fome Kings and Cities we may ; and 
Vaillantius hath performed it asto the Kings of Syriz. Me- 
tallions of Gold being very rare, they are only look’d upon 
as em Forerunners or Ufhers of other Medals of Silver and 
Gold. 
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Brazen Medals are diftinguifhed into thofe of the greateft 
midling, and leaft Quantity, every one of which have 
their peculiar Commendation. ‘The uninterrupted Series 
of the Greate/t ceas’d with the Pojtumi, yet fo they exceed 
ed 2000 in Number. : 

The midling Medals may not only be traced lower than 
the Poffwmi, but in the Weftern Roman Empire to its 
Downfal, and in the Eaftern Empire tothe time of the 
Palaologt. | 

Of the leaf fort there isa great Quantity to be found in 
the Age fucceeding that of the Po/fumi, but before that 
time they are rare: and becaufe a perfec and abfolute Se. 
ries is hard to be form’d of any one fort, the idling and 
leaft forts are fometimes mix’d to compleat the Series. 

After the third Century there is nothing but Barbarity 
to be found in the Medals, either as totheir Form, Le;- 
ters, Impreffions, or Infcriptions : Nor did this Art revive 
fooner than that of Painting, which was about the Begin- 
ning of the 14¢/ Century. : 


The fourth Precept concerning the different Faces of Medals 
as far asthe Series may be learn’d from them. / 


In all perfect Medals there are two things to be conii- 
dered ; the Face and the Reverfe: The Facecontinues the 
Series. By the Face we do not only underftand the Head 
of any Perfon, but alfoany Name or Publick Monument : 
{othat it be in place of the Head, and have an Inferip- 
tion onthe Reverfe. Sometimes we find Medals without 
the Image on the Reverfe, which except they be indented 
— half ftamp’d, it’s a great Argument of their N io 
velty. 

According tothe Variety of Faces, there are five Come 
pofitions of Medals; one of Ksags, another of Cities, a 
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, Quimnb.3. Mifcellaneous Letters. 149 


third of Roman Families, a fourth of Cafars and Emperors, 
and a fifth of Deitées. . 

OF Royal Medals there might be a numerous and fine 
Collection, by mixing thofe of divers Metals. Vaillantius 
hath given us a Series of the Kings of Syria, from Se/leucue 
Nicanor I. to Antiochus XIII. firnamed Epiphanes, Philo- 
pator, and Callinicws ; that is, of the whole 27 Kings who 
held the Government for 250 Years; and promiics like- 
wife a Series of the Kings of Egypt inalittle time. There 
are excellent Medals of the Macedonian Kgngs extant; to 
which, if you join thofe which we have of the Kings of 
Pontus, Bithynia, Cappadocia, Parthia, Numidia, and the 
Yews, it would make an excellent and delicate Syftem, 
and conduce much to the underftanding of Hiftory. 
There are fome excellent Medals of the Gothick Kings 
{till remaining, not only of Silver, but alfo of Gold, though 
pale beyond all meafure. There are others alfo afcrib’d 
to them, whofe monftrous Faces do not at all reprefent an 
Humane Form; and the Letters are no more to be read, 
than the Punick and Antient Spanifh Characters. We have 
Medals of the Antient French Kings, efpecially thofe of 
the 64 Century, imprefs’d with the Heads of the Eaftern 
Emperors, by whofe favour they enjoyed the Privilege 
of Coining Money. 

There is an excellent Compofition of Medals coin’d by 
Cities, of which we have above 200 belonging only to the 
Cities of Greece. Goltzius has exercifed his Induftry on that 
SubjeCt, but there are abundance who do as much queftion 
his Credit inthis Matter, as they do P/éay’s in his Natu- 
ral Hiftory. The Students of Geography may compofe a 
diftinG Series of the Medals of the Roman Colonies. We 
owe much on this Head to Harduinus and Vaillantius ; and 
this is to be noted, that the Faces of the City-Medals do 
tor the moft part reprefent the Gewias of each City. - 
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The Compofition or Collection of Confular Medals, amount 


to1z0oor1sco. Inthe Antient ones, before the Fall of 


the Republick, there’s nothing very memorable either as to 
the In{criptions or Images, there being fcarce any other 

thing than the Head of Rome with an Helmet, or that of 
{ome Divinity ; and the Reverfe feldom exhibits any thing 

but a Victorial Chariot drawn by two or four Horfes. 

In the 6coth Year of that City,the Coiners took the Liber- 

ty to confecrate the Memory of illuftrious Men of their 
own Familics, either by their own Image, or that of the 
Tucelary God, until the Declenfion of the Common- 
wealth, that the Medals were ftamp’d with the Head of 
Fulius Cafar, or thofe who ftabb’d him, and the Trium- 
virs, who afterwards ufurp’d the Soveraignty. Before that 
time, no Man was allow’d to imprefs his Head upon the 
Money. Though moft of the Confular Medals be Silver, 

there are fome alfo to be found of Gold and Brafs ; and of 
the brazen Sort there are of all Sizes. The Defcription of 
Families may either be made accordir¢ othe Order of the 
Alphabet with Urfinus, or accoraing to the Coniuliy Pafte 


in imitation of Goltzius; and the latter Method m:i* be 
own’d to be much the finer and more ingenious, +o ic could 
be effected, but that is {carcely pofible (nr “.uthor does 
here give us a Caution, that we fle uc port?) uk with No- 


vices in the Science of Medals, that tc Com/ular Medals 
are fo called, asif they had been coin’ >y the Confuls of 
each Year; for they are only denominated io, becaufe they 
had their Original at that time when Rome was govern’d 
by Confuls. The Names of Families which are found in 
them, are owing, faysour Author, to the Coiners. 

The fourth Collection is of Impertal Medals, which reach 
to the prefent Time: But amongf{t thofe, fuch as regard 
the Old Empire, as included betwixt the Time of Fulins 
Cafar, and that of the 30 Tyrants, are mtoft valued; tho 
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fome of the latter Sort, until Conffantine’s Time, are alfo 
much efteem’d for their Pleafantnefs and Rarity. Osco, 
whom Mezzabarba hath enlarg’d, and Patin, have taken a 
great deal of Pains in reprefenting the antient Imperial 
Medals. | 

The fifth, which is a Colle€tion of Divinities, helps us 
with Pleafure and Delight to underftand their Names, 
Myfteries, Temples, Altars, and the Provinces confecrated 
to them; and this is effe€ted both by the Brazen Medals of 
the Greek Towns, and the Silver Ones of Families.. 

There may be alfo reckoned a fixth Collection of Medals ; 
which bear the Ages of famous Men, as Founders of Com- 
mon-wealths, Queens, Legiflators, &c. 

And in the latt place; it muft be obferved, that thofe 
Medals which have more Heads than one, two looking to one 
another, or whole binder Part of their Heads are join’ d to- 
gether, arenotfocommon. The reft hereafter. 
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Moderna Theologia Judaica, delineata per Joh. a Lent, SS. 
Theologie D. ejufdemg, ut co Ling. Orient. & Hift. 
Ecclef. Prof. Ordiz. In Quarto, at Herboraz in Wete- 
vavia. 16094. 


Hofe who defire to know what Opinions the Fews 
hold at this time, cannot but be infinitely pleafed 
with this Book; in which the Learned Author has col- 
le&ted into a Body, what is fcattered inthe voluminous: 
and tedious Works of the Do@ors of that Nation, with- 
out taking upon him to confute their extravagant Errors. ° 

The firft Chapter fheweth, that the word Divinity is: 
not unknown amongft the fews, no more than the com- 
mon Terms of other Sciences ; and then treats of its vari- 


rious Divifions invented by them, and of the Defects of 
natural 
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natural Divinity, which they prove by a Letter from 
Ariftotle 10 Alexander the Great: wherein that famous 
Philofopher acquatnts him with his Converfion to the Fewifh 
Religion, and the Motives of it. Maimonides has divided 
vevealed Divinity into thirteen Articles; and though he 
has been mightily oppos’d by feveral Dottors of great 
Note, yet our Author tells us, that his Opinion has pre- 
vail’d, and givesusafummary Account of thofe thirteen 
Articles, with their Interpretation. 

The fecond Chapter treats of the two Principles of their 
Religion, viz. the Scriptures or the written Law, and the 
Oral Law comprehended in the Talmud. The Jews have 
a great Veneration for the firft, and exhort their People to 
the reading of it, and their Doctors have mightily la- 
boured for its Interpretation. They believe it has a dou- 
ble Senfe, a literaland a myftical one. They divide the 
Old Teftament into the Law, Prophets, and Hagiographa, 
i.e. Holy Writings, but they pay a particular Refpeét to 
the Pentateuch. The Author tells us, they find in the 
Law of Mofes 54 great Precepts, and 613 lefS, and after- 
wards fheweth what Opinion they have of the Apocriphal 
Books, and of thofe of the New Teftament. They have 
an equal Veneration for the Oral Law, and fay that it is 
of the fame Authority as the Written, fince both of them 
were given to Mofes atthe fametime. They believe it 
has been continued down to them by Tradition, and that 
it is more perfect and neceffary than the written Law. 

We have in the third Chapter their Opinions of God, 
whom they believe to be a Spiritual Being, Incomprehen- 
fible, Eternal, Almighty, Infinite, knowing all things, 
and prefent every-where. He tells us in the fourth, thae 
they deny the Trinity of Perfons, and that the Holy Ghoft 
is (they fay) only the Virtue, Gift and Operation of God, 
and nota God himfelf. He explains in the fifth Chapter 
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Their Opinions about the Prefcience of God, which they 
Think confittent with the free Will of Man; what Argu- 
ments they make ufe of to fhew that God cannot be the 
Author of Sin: And laftly, what they think of Predefti- 
nation, which they do not abfolutely deny, though they 
acknowledg in Men a greater Power than others who 
hold the fame Tenet. 

What they believe of the Creation of the World, makes 
the Subject of the 6h Chapter. They deny its Eternity, 
and its Formation or Production out of a pre-exiffent Matter. 
They believe however 4 double World, (if I may {peak fo) 
an antient one, which has been entirely diffolved and de- 
{troyed; and the sew one, that isour own, which, as well 
asthe firft, was created outof nothing. They fay that 
the Creation of the World is the Work of the Hands of 
God alone; that it was done in fix Days, as Mo/es relateth 
it, inthe Month T%/ri, that is, September, though there 
be fome Controverfy about it; thatthe Souls of Men 
were all created the firft Day by Couples, Male and Fe- 
males ; from whence come the good or bad Marriages, 
which are happy when thefe two Souls meet together, but 
unfortunate when it happens otherwife; that the good 
Angels were created the fame Day, but the bad ones, and 
Hell, upon the fecond ; that the Heavens are animated, and 
Stars rational Beings: and laftly we aretold, chat there is 
yet a Controverfy among{t them about Adam's Sex, fome 
believing {till that he was both Male and Female. 

The 7#4 Chapter treats of the Doétrine of the Fews a- 
bout the Divine Providence ; whereupon the Author vin- 
dicates Maimonides, who has been unjuttly accufed by fome 
Divines, and Rabbies, to have taught that God took no care 
at all ot Brutes, and Plants, and other things; but only of 
Men: whereas he only fays, that God has a more particu- 
lar Care of Mankind, than of all thofe Beings; and as Pu- 
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nifhments and Rewards in another World are not for 
Brutes, God takes care of them only as far as the Confer- 
vation of their Species, leaving the Individual tothe Dift 
pofition of fecond Caufes. 

The 84 Chapter treats more at large of Angels:: The 
gth of Man in the State of his Innocency: The roth of 
his Pall, of the Original of Sin, and its Propagation, with 
the Difference between a€tual Sins: And the 1144 of the 
Free-will of Men fince their Fall. 

As to the Reftoration of Mankind; the Modern 
‘fews differ very much from the Antient: Thefe, though 
iomewhat proud of their good Works, believed that Men 
were faved by the Merits of the Mefizh; whereas the Fews 
believe now, that they are reconciled to God by the Merit 
of their own Actions, and not by the Meffah, whofe Blef- 
{ings and Benefits are to be only temporal. Their Means 
then of Juftification are Alms, Fafts, Prayers, Retiremenr, 
Tears, Difcipline, and other things of the like Nature ; 
with the Merits of the Dead. Thefe Confiderations take 
up the 12th and 13th Chapters. 

The Obfervation of the Mofaical Law makes the Sub- 
jeCt of the 14443 in which the Author tells us what are 
the 613 Precepts (I have fpoken ef) that the ews find in 
it. They boaft very much that they are the only Church 
of God; and what they fay, to prove it, with their In- 
vectivesagain{t the Sadduces, Samaritans, Karraits, and 
Papi/ts above all other Chriftians, are the Contents of the 
15th Chapter. 

The 16¢htreats of their Sacraments, viz. the Circum- 
cifion, and the Paffover ; whereuponthe Author has thought 
fir to acquaint us with the Arguments they make ufe of 
to ridicule the Myf{teries of the Chriftians, and elpecially 
the Tran{ubftanciation of the Papilts ; which they impugn 
as the moit abiurd Degwa that has beenas yet protefs’d 
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by any Se€t; adding withal, thar the Principles of the 
~ Chriftian Religion being once laid down and received, the 
Opinion of the Proteftants about the Lord’s Supper, is the 
moft natural and reafonable. 

The three laft Chapters, the 17¢h, 18¢4, and 19h, con- 
tain the Belief of the ews about Death, and the State of 
Souls in the next Life; andtreat of their Immortality, of 
their Abiding or Tarrying about their Sepulchres; and 
of their Tranfmigration into other Bodies ; then of the 
RefurreCtion of the Dead, which the greateft Part deny 
to Women; of the Laft Judgment; of the eternal Life 
prepared to I/rae/; of the Advantages and Nature of the 
fame: and laitly, of Hell, and of the various Degrees of 
Punifhments. 

By this Abftraét, which I have conrra€ted as muchas F 
could for fear of being too long, you may fee that the Au- 
thor muft be a Man of great Learning ; and that his. 
Book is very ufeful to all Learned Men, and efpecidlly 
to Divines. : 
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